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Resolution of the Chairman of the General Authority of Customs 

No. (2) for the year 2020 
concerning the application of the  

Customs Declaration System on funds transferred across borders 
 
Chairman of the Authority; 
 
After reviewing the Customs Law promulgated by Law No. (40) of 2002; 
 
The Combating Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism Law promulgated 
by Law No. (20) of 2019; 
 
The Emiri Resolution No. (37) of 2014 establishing the General Authority of 
Customs; 
 
The Executive Regulations of the Customs Law, referred to; issued by Cabinet 
Resolution No. (21) of 2004, amended; 
 
The Cabinet Resolution No. (1) of 2016 amending the organization of some 
administrative units that make up the General Authority of Customs and defining 
their functions; 
 
And the Executive Regulations of the aforementioned Combating Money 
Laundering and Financing of Terrorism Law; issued by Cabinet Resolution No. (41) 
of 2019; 
 
Has resolved the following: 
 

Definitions 
Article (1) 

In implementing the provisions of this Resolution, the following words and 
expressions shall have the meanings indicated next to each of them, unless the 
context requires otherwise: 
 
Precious metals: Gold, silver, platinum, etc., whether they are found in 

artifacts, ingots, or any other condition. 
 

Gemstones: Diamond, emerald, ruby, sapphire, natural pearl and other 
precious stones. 
 

Declaration: Declaring by a person to the customs authorities at the 
border crossings of what he has in possession of currency or 
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bearer negotiable instruments, or the precious metals or 
gemstones if their value is equal to or more than the 
prescribed minimum of 50,000 Qatari riyals or its equivalent 
of foreign currencies, according to the declaration form 
prepared for this purpose by the Authority. 
 

Suspicion: The position where the customs officials feel of a situation 
of ambiguity and lack of clarity that may be in the 
justification given, in the apparent behavior, in the pattern 
adopted, or in the purpose of the operation of transferring 
funds across borders. 

 
Submission of the declaration 

Article (2) 
Any person entering or exiting the territory of the State, having in possession  
currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or stones; or 
arranging for transportation thereof into or outside the State, whether through a 
person, cargo or mail, shall make a truthful declaration of its value to the 
competent customs officers, when that value is equal to or exceeds (50,000) fifty 
thousand Qatari riyals or the equivalent in foreign currencies. 
 
The declaration process shall be carried out by every person in charge of 
transporting currencies or bearer negotiable instruments or gemstones or 
precious metals, whether by carrying them in person, by bag, by mail, or through 
shipping from inside the country to abroad, as well as every person who receives 
currencies or financial instruments or gemstones or precious metals by mail or 
shipping from outside the country. 

 
Procedures of the customs office on the declaration  

submitted by the natural person 
Article (3) 

A- The customs office shall monitor the movement of departing and arriving 
passengers to verify that they declare what they have in possession of 
currencies or bearer negotiable instruments or precious metals or gemstones 
according to the form prepared to this effect. 
 
The customs office shall also monitor the shipments that a natural person 
intends to transport into or outside the country by shipping, mail, or any other 
means, and verify that he submits the declaration according to the form 
prepared for this purpose. 
 

B- The competent customs officer shall verify the conformity of the declared data 
with what a natural person in reality possesses or intends to transport into or 
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outside the country of currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, precious 
metals or gemstones. 
 

C- The customs office shall coordinate with the competent authorities to 
demonstrate the safety of the funds from counterfeit and their enforcement in 
accordance with the laws for their issuance. 
 

D- The information shall be entered into the declaration electronic system. 
 

E- If the contents of the declaration of precious metals or gemstones exceed the 
prescribed limit for personal exemptions, then the person shall be referred to 
the competent department for the purposes of collecting customs duties in 
accordance with the established customs procedures. 
 

F- After completing the procedures represented by filling out the form and paying 
the fees on valuables, if any, the passenger shall be allowed to leave. 

 
Procedures of the customs office on the declaration  

submitted by the legal person and non-profit organizations 
Article (4) 

A- The customs declaration submitted by the legal person and non-profit 
organizations shall be considered as the customs declaration for currencies or 
the bearer negotiable instruments or precious metals or gemstones. The 
shipment procedures shall be cleared according to the established customs 
procedures, and after completing the approval of the registration authorities. 
 

B- The customs department shall verify that the legal person has submitted a 
declaration issued by the Qatar Central Bank for every import or export 
shipment of currencies or bearer negotiable instruments or precious metals or 
gemstones if its value is equal to or more than (50,000) fifty thousand riyals, as 
well as verifying that the non-profit organization has submitted the approval of 
the competent authority in accordance with the provisions of the law 
regulating charitable works for each import or export operation. 
 

C- The competent customs officer must verify that the quantity and type of 
currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, precious metals or gemstones 
match what is stated in the declaration issued by the competent authority, and 
also verify the declaration submitted by the concerned party. Such verification 
shall be made in the presence of the representative of the legal person or the 
non-profit organization, or his authorized designee. 
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G- The customs office shall coordinate with the competent authorities to 
demonstrate the safety of the funds from counterfeit and their enforcement in 
accordance with the laws for their issuance. 

 
 

Failure to declare or false declaration 
Article (5) 

When the person or the non-profit organization fails to submit a declaration on 
the shipment of currencies or bearer negotiable instruments or precious metals or 
gemstones whose value is equal to or more than (50,000) fifty thousand riyals, or 
upon submitting a false declaration thereof, the competent customs officer shall 
take the following measures: 
 
1- Seize the currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or 

gemstones. 
 

2- Draft a report of the incident. 
 

3- Request additional information from the violator about the source of the 
currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or gemstones, 
about the purpose of transportation thereof, and about the reason for non-
declaration by these legal persons or non-profit organizations. 
 

4- Take in custody the persons involved in the incident of transporting currencies 
or bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or gemstones, and hand 
them over to the competent security department at the Ministry of Interior. 
The report of the seizure and seizures shall be referred to the Public 
Prosecution to take action. 

 
5- Notify the Financial Information Unit. 
 

Suspicion of money laundering or terrorism financing crimes 
Article (6) 

If the competent employee has evidence of suspicion that the transportation of 
currencies or bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or gemstones, is 
related to money laundering, terrorism financing or predicate crimes, he must 
take the following actions: 
 
1- Seize the currencies, bearer negotiable instruments, or precious metals or 

gemstones for a period of three working days. 
 

2- Collect comprehensive information about the transportation operation, the 
suspect and other relevant information, and refer the incident to the 
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Authority’s competent administrative unit for analysis. When serious suspicion 
elements are available, the incident shall be referred to the Public Prosecution, 
and the Financial Information Unit be notified of the case. 

 
Risks 

Article (7) 
The Authority's concerned administrative units shall take measures and 
procedures aimed at identifying, assessing, understanding, and reducing risks of 
money laundering and terrorist financing. Such shall be made in coordination with 
law enforcement agencies in the country, and in accordance with risk indicators 
issued by international organizations. 
 

Saving and storing information 
Article (8) 

 
The concerned administrative units shall collect information through declaration 
forms, and in order to achieve this, they shall have the following powers: 
 
1. Identify the declaration forms to the value of currencies, bearer negotiable 

instruments, or precious metals or gemstones that have been declared, 
whether in the event of arrival or departure. 
 

2. Ensure the correctness of information contained in the declarations. 
 

3. Ensure the safety of the currencies or bearer negotiable instruments against 
counterfeit. 
 

4. Ensure that currencies are still in force according to their issuance laws. 
 

5. Verify the customs value of the precious metals or gemstones in the 
possession of persons coming to or leaving the country if they are for 
commercial purposes. 
 

6. The customs officer shall enter the information contained in the declaration 
forms into the database. 
 

7. Preserve documents and data relating to currencies, bearer negotiable 
instruments, precious metals or gemstones which have been declared or 
detected, along with the identity of their holders, for a period of at least ten 
years in the following cases: 

 
A- A declaration is equal to or exceeds (50,000) fifty thousand Qatari riyals. 
B- False declaration. 
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C- Suspicion of money laundering or terrorist financing. 
 
8. Maintain and report statistics on the volume of currencies, bearer negotiable 

instruments, precious metals or gemstones entering and exiting the country; 
false declarations; what was acted upon by the customs authorities; and other 
statistics. 
 

9. Cooperate and coordinate with the competent authorities for the purposes of 
implementing the provisions of this Article. 

 
Information 

Article (9) 
For the purposes of implementing the declaration system and compliance 
therewith by those concerned, informational boards shall be provided at customs 
border outlets and through media campaigns to inform passengers, legal persons 
and non-profit organizations that transport funds across borders. Such 
informational boards shall indicate the penalties that may be imposed as a result 
of non-declaration, false declaration, or refusal to provide additional information 
to the competent customs officials upon request. 
 

Exchange of information 
Article (10) 

Information on the value of currencies or bearer negotiable instruments or the 
precious metals or gemstones whose value has been declared or detected, in 
addition to the identity of their holders, shall be exchanged with the competent 
local authorities. Such information shall also be exchanged with the customs 
authorities in other countries, based on the principle of reciprocity, or according 
to international agreements. 
 

Confidentiality of the information 
Article (11) 

 
The employees of the concerned administrative units of the Authority shall be 
obligated to maintain the confidentiality of the information they obtain within the 
scope of their work, and even after the end of their employment. Such 
information may only be used for the purposes stipulated in the afore-mentioned 
Combating Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing Law and its implementing 
regulations, and this Resolution. 
 
Whoever violates this confidentiality will expose himself to the penalties 
prescribed by the afore-mentioned Combating Money Laundering and Terrorism 
Financing Law, in addition to disciplinary accountability in accordance with the 
provisions of the Civil Human Resources Law. 
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Article (12) 

All competent authorities, each within its own competence, shall implement this 
Resolution, which shall come into force on the day of its issuance. 

 
(Signed) 
Ahmed Bin Abdullah Al-Jamal 
Chairman of the General Authority of Customs 
 
 
Done on: 10/02/1442 AH, 
Corresponding to: 27/09/2020 AD 


